CRHRAAL By

@?

| EOAPTED 8Y




STATE OF THE ART 4 — June 1985, @ A Taralble
Mistake 158, Taral Wayne, 1812-415 Willowdale
Ave. ¥Willowdale.Ontario, Canada, m2n 5b4, (416)

*Jerry Collins we hardly knew ye" issue for Rowrbrazzle

bon't fuck with me, I'm 2 prophet you know. Some of you
know Susan ¥ood, and know that she died a couple of years
ago, tut few know that I predicted it with an ill-omened
remark about her rising from the grave for g certain =
fanzine. 1t was only a metaphor.  But sure ‘encugh, before
my next issue she was dead. ’

More relevant to Brazzlevrs, in State of the Art 3 §
acknowledged Jerry Collins as one of the reasons I wanted
to remain in this apa, come hell or high water. If he
quit, 1 would thoroughly miss his good-natured snd often
-alluring characters. Sure enough, in the last mailing
Jerry announced his resignation., DPon't fuck with me, boy!

So this is a sort of fare-well-to-Jerry issue. There
isn’t much to say about Jerry's leaving us, it was so
sudden. There were tantalizing rumours, but Jerry left
without an explanation. Not long ago he called me up,
though, and said many things best left unsaid zbout his
distaste for certain events in the last few mailings.
So the mystery is clarified sufficiently enough.

About Jerry, however, there is much to say. The following
is a rought draft, excerpted from a much longer essay on
fanzine art. 1In the final draft I'11 have shortened these
remarks on Jerry's art considerably, so the full length
as. printed here is for Brazzlers alone. Of course, what

I really want to say sbout Jerry is that I hope to be
publishing & "welcome back" issue real soon, but for the
roment this will have to de. ‘

“Jerry Collins caught my attention around 1980, when he
was appearing unnoticed in zines down south. WNed Brooks
was probably the first to catch on and publish Jerry's
i1los for a2 wider audience. Jerry owes most of his
original inspiration to Vaughn Bode, and the remainder
to a variety of sources including Japanese animation,
Disney, and varicus SF mythos. 50 much is due to Bode,
in fact, that he could be criticized for §t 1f not for
the energy and bizzare mixture of fmpulses, [t's vital
to realize that Jerry is eclectic, and while he owed
Bode for his interest in uniforms, weapons, warcraft,
Lizards (Ganarfs), line, and forwat, Bode put all these
things to diffevent uses. Instead of {dealized {and
depersonalized) women who are exploited by debased
male Lizards, in Jerry's world woman-kind is in ascend-
ance. In his earlier work, males are sex objects, or
at Teast play a sexually (and socially) passive role.
Later this inversion grew milder, and the male role: in
Jerry's society enlarged. Where Bode made males animal,
stripping them nsked as it were, Jerry.made his aliens
animal-like so that they were more appealing -- cloger
to their matures, but softening the contours. In the
matriarchy of the Hakuy-Hasin, the people are deer-
folk, but Jerry's also invented {at-Bears, Ganarfs,
and other species anima,

"Collins never approaches war as a serious subject --

his interests seem mostly in the model that Bode
provided for world-mesking., Japanese animation is notor-
fously miiitant too, adding yet another impulse along
those lines. Whatever the cause, Jerry’s Bambi-like
Haku~Hasin dress Yike Nazis and carry Schmeisser sub-
machine guns around the periphery of fandom. Bambioids
are unnatural militarists, though, and only seem ‘
comfortable with parades and Hagnerian.display. 1 cannot
imagine a Bambioid shootfing anyone dead. That just -
doesn’t seem to be why the uniforms and spaceships exist
in Jerry’s wind, whatever they fmply. My belief is

that the wilitarism §s just & framework, a colourful

‘and romantic one, to build 2 world around, His other
creations lack this element mostly. But they also lack
dimension. WHar-iike paraphernalia in the Haku-Hasin
world creates a terrific tension in his work, How do
you react? With distrust of the swastikas or with
arousal to the come-hither looks in his warriors' big
doe eyes? Fascist humanism anyone? '




fiis jen't any place to analyse Jerry ag & person. But
it's guits evident that there is a great deal of seif-
expression in his art, and this is thHe stuff from which
good art s made. It 43 not made of draughtsmanship
or wholesome cliches. As someone who sdmires the
engray and honesty of Jerry's work, 1 cam only hope
that what I've sald will make fans lock again &t what
they are privaleged to see.®

~« From "The I1lustrated Fan®, unpublished 3rg draft,

“The front cover of State of the Art 4 has something of
2 history to it. Jerry and I exchanged drawings from
time to time. He'd do this odd portrait of Saars
Mar that I'd find intrigulng because it would be someone
eise's perspective, Then I'd try to match his genero-
ity as best as I could. Later on 1 discoverad that
Jerry was trading art with a large nusber of corespon-
dznts. Many are members of Brarzle. When I learned
this, trading art with Jerry took on & new complexion
that I must sdmit feeling 2 bit umcomfortable with, The
circnlation of “chavacters” through the mail seemed like
a form of fantasizing that was at omce too public amd
too intimate for the likes of me. In the fifteen vears
I've been involved in science fiction fandom, having &
fantasy world st al! was viewsd with the grestest sus-
pizion by fellow SF fans. It didn‘*t matter how I drew,
whather I wrote well, or generally showed & superfliuity
of IG points, at sny soment I might cone out of the
sloset as 8 raving Trekkie, comics fan, or worse. To
this day, people who know me well and have respect for
Be are apt to gloss over my suspect interest in silver
pecple with blue end white fur.

In those fifteen vears I suppose I became vather guarded.
Except in my art, the person of Saara Mar and her world
is & private manifestation of my ideals. It can't be
_sollectivized without partaking of ideals other than wy
ownh, 30 losing its ability to express my innermost
fzelings about myself snd my world., Preserving such

& momument to my ego imtact from contamination of lesser
gos must make me appear somewhat stand-offish,

Jerry would put it like this: “You cught'a loosen up. .
You're too intellectual with reasons, explanations, an'
big words. It's just for fun!" To which there is only
ane stand-offish, loosened up reply, "Fuck off, Jer.”
But if he has criticisms with me, ! have criticisms of
him, and Jerry is easily as prickly as I am about such
things. I can only wonder why Ifve fared as well as I
have {up to now?} after enjoining him to tighten up his
drawing style, or to edit Kzintie and Cthulhu out of
the Bambioid universe, Other people have been not been
so lucky with Jerry. :

Jarry's art came closer to breaching my defenses than
zimost any other artist had ever dope, I think he did
it be delving into areas of the psyche that I had long

sgo withdrawn from, and abandomed while largely unexpleved,

1 speak of the fascination I have with engines of war.

As 2 kid I never thought of myself ag an artist., Instead,

1 had an overvhelming curiosity to know which was the best

dogfighter, the Zero or the Spitfire? Would the Bismark
have sunk the Missouri if they'd ever me? {As s lesrned

and well read adult I can say defindtely, “depends™.} The .

matging of my school rotebooks were filled with designs
for tanks, destroyers, and bombers. When I was restless
to draw, 1 could ravely think of anything except battle- -
zcenes. But I wasn't a bloodthirsty kid, ! don't thisk.

There was something wore challenging about tsf soldiers

that was more challenging to play with than toy dumptrucks.

You could plan stravegy, deploy your resources, take
advantage of the lay of the land, and play out the drama
in & reslisvic time-frame. What could you do with a
dusmptruck? Go vroom-vroom in the dirt. And yet 1
remenber 8 nasty argument with a friend of mine, whe
thought it was cowsrdly of me te wipe cut his srmy

and then retreat rather than be wiped out by his
booby~traps. Glory had no appesl to me, And authority
hud even less, &3 it turned out.

Later in life I discovered comics, Mad Magazine, Hot
Rod Cartoons, and astronomy. These gave me & wider
range of subjects to choose from when drawing. Then

gradually my inferest in space dominated, wmell at

last I discovered science fiction end that was the end
of drawing tanks and jer planes. Years later I saw o
Jerry's art for the first time, snd it was 2 little like
seeing what I might have been. .

Waich &5 to say that ! forgave Jerry for shoe-horning
Saars into & leather cutfit that was totally slien to

-her character. My first thought was to write back,

remarking that Saara had complained to me about the .
drawing. "I don't like leather,” she said. "It plasters
down my fur, and nakes my fest zmell.™ After that,

Jerry mever forgot her preference for light, airy gar-
ments, bere arms and legs. 5till, there was a playful-

‘, ness in the drewing that T liked, that even Saars could

like 25 & lark., The original wes on oversized paper,
done in colour, and wes quite unveproduceable. It could
be shot-down, though, and touched up for black and white

. veproduction. 50 that is what I've done,

The keystone of this issue waz to have been a full page
pastiche of Jervy's baambiolds., Jerry was & little
afraid that I'd have blown all out of proportion the
rmodest sexual proclivities of his “eorivturs®., In fact,
I blew all out of proportion the military proclivities
of the Haku-Hasin (or Wacku-Wacka as T called them).
This didn't reassure Jerry at all, so for the sazke of
detente between the vast Hacku-Hasin and Dalmirin empires
“Tales from the Randicids" will never be seen., Perhaps
it's as well. anyway, my sense of hummxr tends to leave
barbs in sensitive hides, and venison is out of season.

By now the mewbers of Brazile are hoping that I‘'ve nothis
more to say about Jerry. They are undoubtably sick te
death of hearing about me. - And they are wondeiing if I'l
say snything ebout them. Of course... ’

HAILING COMMENTS HMAILING COMMENTS BRAILING COMMENTS MA
Jim Groat ¥While your illustration of Goodnight
Saigon went down well, the inside from

: . cover of thit mwailing of Brazzie gives
me & different, wncomfortable feeling, I think military
honours and nationzl emblems arve lsss likely to commerat
the dead than they are to add to thelr company.

*Filth! Ugly. unfunny, insppropirate!
I urge 21l Brazzlers to aveld such
excesses!™ Speaking of excess, this i

Hark Walloce

- very definitely an sxcessive peaction. Granted that you

didn't like "White Cane § Harry™ but I think you've pain
yourself into & corner by threateaning to quit if you donm
have your way. Why net let us do what we want, and lear
to skip over what doesn't interest you? -

If we are arguing taste here, vather then irslienable rig
ir'd be well to cultivate a more polite form of expressiy
your epinions. I don't like any of the Japanimation I'we



sgen, oF like Superherces at all, and feel free to say so.
But I don't see any roason to impugn anyone's morals or
intelligence unless provoked by fuggheaded behavior.

To be the first to hurl insults is a fuggheaded thing

to do. Then scarcely ten ilnes later you remark that

a drawing was so racy that you almost creamed your pants;
which in effect pulls the carpet cut from under your stund,
Your own cartoons are so full of blatant sexuality that
you undermine your position even further, But at last,
the erection joke about the Scotsman's kilt is in such
‘dubious taste that somcone less errant than myself might
be led to the conclusion that Here Be Hypocracty as well,
I've said some pretty harsh thinge to you just now,

but I've not called you names or flown at you in an
emotional tizzy. I don't want you banned from Brazile,
as some people would have done te enforce their views

on others. If you think a person is wrong, then there
ought to be plenty of wesknesses in his argument that

you can use against it, If you tresort to shouting and
finger-pointing, you admit the strength of the other

view and the weskness of your own as surely as if you'd
argued and lost. So let us have reason in the future,
and no more excesses like *Ugly, unfunny, inappropriate."

Getting off the topic, I've seen some of your stuff
before, in copies of the SCA newsletter that were lying
arcund Steve Muhlberger's place. {(You may know him
ketter as Finnvarr de Tashe. Or maybe not. The New
flic4le Ages is & bigplace.} 1 rather liked the piece
ir. the fourth mailing about recycling® the scotch
before it's poured on the grave, but usually I'm lost
ameng the characters you've invented and their personae.
1 gather that sometimes they're in SCA roles, and some-
times in their mundsne roles. The S5CA world seems real,
though, and not an enactment. Also, characters from
other people's worlds appear that belong to neither the
resl world nor any SCA scenario, Are those Bambiocids,
for instance? I find this confusing, but I've had my
science-fictional insistance on fogic or internal
consistency criticized before, ¥y people who thought
logic an unnecessary hindrence to their imagination.

1 defer to whatevey explanation you have to give.

Charles Garofale Abandon Saava Mar because Greg Bear

snd John Cawley don't like her? When

Jerry Collins gives up Bambiolds, when
John gives up foxes, and when Jim Groat gives up his war
decorations, then mayBe... but probabiy‘nct. Fate is
perverse though., For the next little while, I do have
some straight-forward fumny anisal type material for
Brazzle. Saara and I have stuck it through for nearly
twenty years. In spite of the persausive arguments of
Greg and John, I expect she'll be s familiar face in
Brazzle for years to come,

There's pothing I love so wmuch as watching
a good war movie on TV, unless it's read-
ing someone tear lnto the mailing comments
of someone else I disagree with., Certainly your “Small
Print Depariment" rates better tham "Porkchop Hill" or
“rom the Halls of Montezuma®, but it lacks the glerious
technicolour effects of “Apocalypse How", or the subtlety
of "Casablanca'. Which is to say that while it was a lot
of fun to read, I'd feel that I'd done less than my best to
communicate if I'd writtea it, I doubt you've changed any-
one's mind, and there's st least one person who wasn't in
your line of fire who toock offense at the tone of the attack.

Not that the targets didn't daserve & rude responss., Your
outburst may seem bad-tempered, but how else should a person
feel when he finds out that there are demands to have him
shut-up or thrown-cut? This is not a friendly thing to do.
And calling someone's artwork smut and shit is not only

as discourtecus as telling someone te fuck off, in this

case it invited it,

Unfortunately, you don't win any Mr. Nice Guy awards for
being in the right. In the long run, the only way to
deal with people minding your business when you don't want
them to, is to do what you said you'll do, and print what
you damn well want to print. The rest of Small Print
Department, satisfying though it is to blow off steam, was

Al Sirois

‘only self-indulgencs,

- tell the artist what he could or couldntt do.

1 recognize it because I've written
so much of it myself,.

One of the things that bugs me most sbout the Great Brazile
Smut Wars is that it's been blown up into an JSSUE! But
when you count the mumber of people who were making ail
the fuss you find only three, st most four, people behind
the facade of “public opinion%. Most of thogse who comment-
ed on the issue said they did or didn't happen to like the
controversial art, but that it wasn't their business te

A couple of
the more disapproving wsmbers suggested “moderation”. Is
this the ISSUE that's tearing Brazzle apart? And mow we
have one of the three or four forcing the ISSUE by threat-
ening to quit. At bottom it's been the insistance of a
few pesople that's brought a}l the hard feelings to Brazzle.
1f they split the apa by leaving, it'll be no-ones fault
but their own. If they spiit the apa by forcing other
pecple to leave, it'll be no-one's fault but their own.
Itts largely their fault that Jerry quit. It's their
fault that Unca Schirm is growing grey as OE. It's their
fault that you blew vour stack., And it's their fault

that I'm getting unforgiveably preachy. As the moral
crusade goes on there can only be more casualties and

more outbursts, until Brazzle is a clean, decent, God-
fearing but depopulated apa. Unless the crusade stops now!

The chances of that seem low, ugfertuna;ély. The vocal
mesbers of Brazzie seem like a largely intractable and
prickly bunch of egotists, you and me included. {And
Jerry too.) My guess is that the ISSUE won't be settled
until after more bloodletting. The orly uncertainly is
“how much” and “how many innocent bystanders®?

Robert Carvspecken I don’t know whether you'll take this
as & compliment or not, but it is
meant as one. A friend of mine who's

not a fan was looking through Brazzle and discussed

some of the contributions., He's not an artist either,
but he's never short of opinions, We came to some
agreements about Fox Odyssey that might be of interest.

Essentially we both felt that you were working to the

limit of your ability, meking & little go a long way.

Your expressions and poses are sometimes quite good,

especially the more human they are. The more "animal"

they were, however, the more you ssemed to have prohlems
with anatomy, or at least the mors they obtruded.

I wouldn't join Greenpesce to write sbout the joys of
clubbing baby seals, of course, {even if I am Canadian},
but Greenpeace isn't merely an organization te drive up
the price of fur coats. Similarly, Brazzle is for more
than funny-animals, It's alss for “funmny-machines, bugs, .
plants, aliens, and squash,” according to Schirm, whe
ought to know, Anyway, I'm always funniest when fzeling
parancid.

As non. sequiturs go, "Try explaining
Hitler to a kid" is pretty good, but
oddly enough I've tried, What was
odder $till was the time I tried to sxplain Hitler te

a Jew who didn't know exactly what he'd done that people
wers so mad about. {She was 22 a4t the time, I think.}

Jim Groat

James Fuju Funny, but what will you do for an
encove? Age of Mammail jokes?
Bret Koth There's nothing as boring as telling

somebody something's goed, Permit me

to bore you, but forgive me that there
doesn®t seem to be amything else to say.
Bab Scott I'm beginning to think that "The
Bearly Brothers" is a rerun, thst
you're doing them for g paper some-
where and showing them to us later. They're funny. 1
tike them, But I wondef if you'd do something for us
soon. Ditto your's snd Bate's “Butch™.

How here's something I'm pretty sure ls
drawn for Brazzle, snd is still ss
funny as "Butch' and “The Bearly Bro-

Cathy Hill



aers’. B¢ my next impessibie demand from you busy proe

s

fessionals is te talk to us sometime,

Well, it's funny, and its for Braz:zle,
and you also talk to us, but I'11 think
of something else to ask for, just you
wait... Since the last time ! watched Saturday moruing
cartoons with any regularity was 1969, I must be cut of
touch with the latest developments. 1 confess that I've
never heard of 0.G. Readmore. In spite of this I'd like
to see more cells in Brazzle, It sure beats paying for
them at $10 or more a shot. ({Pun intended.)}

f:ave Bennett

I echo your remarks to Tim sboutr other
refuges for artists. I know no other
apas remotely like Brazile as it is,
with its present diversity. There's an animation apa,
isntt there? But I imagine that that's more like what
some people think Brazzle should be than what it is.

{3¢ it would be no place for me to go, but snother
place for Tim.) For s certainty there are half s hundred
superhere comic apas, which interest only those who like
superherces. Vootlie was, and Rowrbrazzle is, the one
znd only alternative apa.

Deal Whitley

I notice that yeu took my zdvice ahout
Star Benmal's pupils without even reading
State of the Art 3. Very clever of you.

Steve Martin

Smooth, classical funny-animals, and
you talk to us too! What next from
Piffies besides model sheets?

Wendell Washer

T didn't think that you were being too

serious about your Fox Awards, at fivst.

Now I don't know., You admitted that
awards reflected your tastes and not necessarily

one elses., But a little later you avow yvour intenvion

o remind the members of the best of Rowrbrazzle. Methinks
there is a contradiction here. While I won't dispute what

you like, one member's tastes shouldn't form the basis for
what’s "hest” in Rowrbrazzle. Next time why mot just title
the Fox Awards your “faveurites®?

Joha Cavley

ersonally, I think Yawards" or lists only cause hard
‘eelings anyway, snd are best dispensed with.

by S

t deesn’t matter how many times you say Brazzle is a
unny-animal spa, and that I shouldn't complain if I

ned 3 funny-animal apa and have to do funny-animals,
frazzie is not a funny-animal spa. It's an aps for
funay-animals, funny machines, bugs, piants, sliens, and
syuash. It says so, right in the first mailing, en the
takle of contents, written by Schirm himself. Don't you
believe your Unca Schim?

I
£

And frankly, I'm perfectly

.liked it}, but it really was u toss-off,

happy harg in Brazzle wieve I aw. The only people who
seen unhappy are you and & couple of others, I don‘t
recommend that you take your advice te me, though, and
“try another apa." That would be presumptuous.

Your remarks sbout “White Cane' are your opiniong, so
I car’t argue with their propriety. 1 cen wonder why
you risk your blood pressure ever what other people
chose to draw though. Ave you one of those vandals
who petition city hall te chisel the penises off of
public statues teo? How do you deal with the bulk
of art throughout history? Do you stare at the tiles
when you Shower?

In spite of this obviously irrepairsble difference of
opinion, I liked Get Animated and thought that it was
& good idea. Sorry I didn't subscribe after receiving
the trial issue free, but subscribing te anything is

- rather beyond my means, cheap as $7.50 for six issues

is in the day and age of the dollar comic book.
Tim Fay In spite of several shortcomings com-
pared to the book, I liked The Sword

in the Stone mostly, It's weakest
moments, for me, were the wizards? duel, and like bits

of unnecessary comedy. But the vest of the filw ssemed
on average stronger than Disney's move recent features,
Some scenes I thought were damnright Good, by the stan-
dards even of Pinocchis, my favourite. The Sword in the
Stone clearly isn't one of DiSney's best films, but why
did you think it the worst? I would have thought The

Fox and the Hound, which actually resorted to recycling
ceils from a previous film, would qualify for this dub-
ious honouyr, Or The Jungle Book, which threw away every-
tiing of importance shout the griginal in favour of
farce. What sbout Rebin Hood and other endless clones
of Baloo the Besar? )

Fred Patten Original art is in the works., I've
been busy with a mmber of things,
including art that I didn't want to
run through Brazzie, The reprints sexved their purpose
&5 & stopgsp and introduction. Even if I intended to
walk the straight amd narrow interpretation of Brazzle's
rules about furny-animels, I would have wanted people
to see what I really do =8 an artist. Original work
began teo appear with State of the Art 3, though, okay?

Aw shucks, it warn't nothun, Thanks
for the words about “Funny Stufev

{and thanks to everyone who said they
“The 4 Seagﬁns
of Rowrbrazzie” in this issue took more doing, but th
still seemed 1u be some laughs to squeeze out of an
otherwise thoroughly unfunny situvation.,.

Ken Sample




e 4 Seasons

funny -book animal

| sex- kitten
(iT iN HERE § o W;;\

Japanimation re-run gy

X /7 REALLY IS A SILLY CUSS WORD, AIN'T IT 7

! PREFER "JEEZUS FUCKING CHRIST ') OR

YGODDAMN IT TO HELL IN A SCILED JOCK-STRAP Y  BOTH OF WHICH'D BE EVEN SHILLIER TITLES.
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